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cDAY 1 – ROME AT LEISURE. Welcome to Rome, a glorious city filled with 
Classical antiquities, medieval buildings, Renaissance palaces and baroque 
churches. On arrival at Rome’s Fiumicino Leonardo da Vinci Airport, your 
airport shuttle service leaves for the tour hotel at 09:30, 12:30 & 15:30. Tonight 
meet your Tour Director for a Welcome Drink. Hotel: La Griffe

adDAY 2 – ROME SIGHTSEEING. Enjoy an in-depth sightseeing tour with 
a local guide who will take you inside the Vatican Museums to gaze upon the 
treasures of the Popes. Enjoy clear commentary via your audio headset as you 
admire Michelangelo’s famous ceiling inside the Sistine Chapel. Now enter St 
Peter’s Basilica to wonder at another of his works, the emotive ‘Pieta’. Then 
cross the Tiber to visit the Colosseum, scene of many gladiatorial contests. After 
seeing the Roman Forum, the rest of the day is yours to sightsee or shop. (BB)

dDAY 3 – ROME – ASSISI. Leave Rome and follow the valley of the River 
Tiber to the hills of Umbria, which form part of the Apennines. Your destination 
is the peaceful hill-top town of Assisi, the home of St Francis. Visit the Basilica 
of St Mary of the Angels, then continue up Mount Subasio to the town. Step 
inside the huge Basilica, built in the 13C after St. Francis’ death, where the 
frescoes by Giotto heralded a new era in Italian art. Hotel: Giotto (BB,D)

daDAY 4 – ASSISI – VENICE. A pleasant drive leads to the romantic city of 
Venice, and what better way to see it than from a private launch? Cruise past 
Palladian churches and 13C palaces to St Mark’s Square. See the Doges’ Palace, 
connected to the prisons by the Bridge of Sighs. It was from here that Casanova 
made his daring escape. Now admire the mosaics of the Basilica and watch one of 
the few remaining masters blow molten glass into a unique creation at a Venetian 
glass-blowing factory. Relax and enjoy the atmosphere as you cruise along the 
Venetian canals by gondola. Hotel: Continental (BB,D)

dDAY 5 – VENICE – FLORENCE. Back on the mainland, drive along the 
scenic Brenta Canal with its magnificent Palladian villas, once the summer 
residences of Venetian nobility. Cross the plain of the Po River and traverse the 
Apennines to reach the Arno valley. Then follow the river to the coastal town of 
Pisa to see the famous Leaning Tower. Time also to admire the marble cathedral 
and Baptistery before continuing to Renaissance Florence for a two-night stay. 
Hotel: NH Firenze (BB,D)

adDAY 6 – FLORENCE SIGHTSEEING. Join a local guide for a walking 
tour of the historic city centre. A highlight is the visit to the Academy Gallery to 
see Michelangelo’s monumental figure of David. Continue to the multi-coloured 
marble Cathedral to see Giotto’s bell tower and ‘Gates of Paradise’ before 
visiting the Piazza della Signoria, still the political heart of Florence. The area 
around Santa Croce Basilica is famous for the quality of its luxury goods; see a 
demonstration of leather work in the very place this craft first established itself. 
Then, there’s free time to shop for Florence’s finest or continue sightseeing. (BB)

bDAY 7 – FLORENCE – SORRENTO. Hear an informative tutorial about the 
famous Chianti wines that make this region so famous as you take the smooth 
motorway south. Continue through the rich volcanic hills of Frascati to Cassino 

Best of Italy

Roman antiquities, pious 
Assisi, Venetian canals, 
Renaissance Florence 
and Capri sunshine are 
fused with a touch of  
‘la dolce vita’ for the 
perfect tour of Italy.

The Trevi Fountain - the most famous and arguably the most beautiful fountain in all of Rome.

Florence

TOUR PACE

This tour has a well balanced  
pace with two-night stays in three  
of the five centres – Rome, Florence 
and Sorrento – and overnight stays 
in Assisi and Venice. The driving  
days are of a comfortable length 
with several stops en route  
for refreshments and  
photo opportunities. 

HOTELS

Hotels include the modern La Griffe, 
situated on one of Rome’s most 
famous shopping streets, and the 
Sheraton selected for its access to 
the airport on Day 10. Traditional 
styles prevail in the other centres. 
Stay in the medieval heart of Assisi 
at the Giotto and by the Grand 
Canal in Venice. La Favorita is a new 
hotel in the heart of Sorrento’s 
historical quarter, offering sweeping 
views from the vast terrace.  

where you visit the Commonwealth Cemetery, overlooked by the austere 
monastery of Montecassino. Now follow the scenic cliff top road towards the 
picturesque resort of Sorrento. Hotel: La Favorita/Grand Hotel La Pace (BB)

adbfDAY 8 – ISLE OF CAPRI EXCURSION. Investigate the art of 
‘intarsio’ or marquetry wood inlaying before cruising to the sun-drenched island 
of dreams, Capri – a rock rising from the Mediterranean. Take the funicular train 
up to Capri Town, where you can explore the narrow alleyways, browse in the 
exclusive boutiques and enjoy the views over the Mediterranean Sea. Perhaps 
join an optional tour to Anacapri to visit Villa San Michele before returning to 
your hotel for some relaxation time. Why not immerse yourself in the Italian 
culture and work up an appetite on a traditional evening stroll (passeggiata) - it’s 
a time to ‘see and be seen’. Later you are offered a selection of local restaurants 
for your dining pleasure. (BB,DA)

afdDAY 9 – SORRENTO – POMPEII – ROME. Only a short drive from 
the hotel lies Pompeii, the opulent Roman town which was preserved by layers of 
ash from the disastrous eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD79. A walking tour with 
a local guide through the cobbled streets and extensive excavations reveals the 
daily life of ancient Roman civilisation. Afterwards, the smooth motorway leads 
back to the ‘Eternal City’ of Rome. Tonight, join your fellow passengers for a last 
night celebration Highlight Dinner of local cuisine, complete with wine and 
entertainment. Hotel: Sheraton (BB,HD)

DAY 10 – DEPART ROME. Arrivederci Roma! Sadly, your tour comes to an end 
after breakfast. Departure transfers arrive at Rome’s Fiumicino Leonardo da 
Vinci Airport at 07:00 & 09:30. (BB)

Pisa’s most famous landmark 
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Key

 a PREMIUM HIGHLIGHTS

 b PERSONAL INSIGHTS

 f  DINE-AROUND &  
HIGHLIGHT DINNERS

 c WELCOME DRINK

 d GUIDED SIGHTSEEING OR   
  ORIENTATION TOUR

 2 CENTRAL HOTELS + NIGHTS

 2 SCENIC HOTELS + NIGHTS

 u GATEWAY HOTEL + NIGHTS

f Choose from a selection of local restaurants 
on your Dine-Around evening 

b Join us in the Italian social ritual of  
‘La Passeggiata’

For news, views & info visit the ‘Insight Travel Forum’ at www.insightvacations.com

Save up to US$260 p.p. - see reductions belowTOUR CODE:  
E922W

Starts 
Rome

Ends 
Rome

Twin 
Share 
p.p.

Single  
Supp. 

Option

Triple  
Room 

Reduction

Sat 05 Nov - Mon 14 Nov $2750 $360 $75
Sat 26 Nov - Mon 05 Dec $2625 $360 $75
Sat 10 Dec - Mon 19 Dec $2625 $360 $75

G Sat 17 Dec - Mon 26 Dec $2665 $360 $75
2012:

Sat 11 Feb - Mon 20 Feb $2625 $360 $75

Starts 
Rome

Ends 
Rome

Twin 
Share 
p.p.

Single  
Supp. 

Option

Triple  
Room 

Reduction

Sat 10 Mar - Mon 19 Mar $2725 $360 $75
Sat 17 Mar - Mon 26 Mar $2725 $360 $75
Sat 24 Mar - Mon 02 Apr $2725 $410 $75
Sat 31 Mar - Mon 09 Apr $2925 $360 $75

Extra Accommodation
Per person, per night Twin Single Triple

La Griffe, Rome  
01 Nov ‘11 - 29 Feb ‘12 $179 $284 $168 
01 Mar ‘12 - 30 Apr ‘12 $220 $366 $207 
Sheraton, Rome $122 $163 $111

Festive Highlights
G Xmas festive celebration dinner included

Notes
All prices are in US dollars.

Reductions
SAVE $260 per person with Young Traveller Discount 
SAVE up to $146 per person with 2nd Tour Discount 
SAVE up to $146 per person with Frequent Traveller Discount 
Early Payment Discount 10 months 6 months

SAVE per person $195 $130
For additional information regarding Insight’s great 

Savings & Discounts, please see page 8. 

 Definite Departures (DEF) 
These are regularly updated and listed on our website  
www.insightvacations.com (see page 8 for details).

Dine-Around, Highlight Dinners & Included Sightseeing are  
worth approximately US$517

a Enjoy a guided tour of the Vatican Museums housing the art 
treasures of the Popes. Then admire Michelangelo’s famous 
depiction of the Creation in the Sistine Chapel

a Visit Rome’s Colosseum, scene of gladiatorial conquest and 
overlook the Forum

f Enjoy a Roman Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant, including 
pasta, wine and entertainment

a Enjoy a guided tour through the cobbled 
streets, shops, villas and temples  
of the ill-fated town of Pompeii 

a Glide along the atmospheric canals  
exploring the intimate and hidden parts  
of Venice by gondola 

a Cruise to Capri Island and take the funicular up to Capri Town 

b Enjoy a short tutorial about the world 
famous Chianti wines 

REGIONAL TOURI

a A guided tour of the 
highlights of Florence’s 
Academy Gallery including 
Michelangelo’s statue  
of ‘David’ 

10 DAYS ~ ITALY

a  Included Premium Highlights
   Visit the superb Vatican Museums and admire Michelangelo’s ceiling in the Sistine Chapel
   Explore the wonders of ancient Rome as you visit the Colosseum and overlook the Forum
   Drift through the romantic canals of Venice by traditional gondola
   Visit Florence’s Academy Gallery to see Michelangelo’s original ‘Statue of David’
   Cruise to Capri, the Island of Dreams, and ascend to Capri town by funicular railway
   Glimpse a moment of every day Roman life, as you tour the excavations of Pompeii

b   Included Personal Insights
   Enjoy a short tutorial about the world famous Chianti wines of Tuscany
   As night falls, locals dress for the evening and enjoy ‘the art of strolling the streets. Join us in the 

Italian social ritual of ‘La Passeggiata’

d Included Other Excursions & Sights
   Tour St Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican City
   Visit the Basilicas of St Francis and St Mary of the Angels in Assisi
   Cruise, with commentary, to St Mark’s Square in Venice
   See the Bridge of Sighs, Doges’ Palace and St Mark’s Basilica
   Scenic Brenta Canal drive past the summer mansions of the Venetian nobility
   See the Cathedral, Baptistery and famous ‘Leaning Tower of Pisa’
   See Florence’s Cathedral, bell tower, ‘Gates of Paradise’ and visit Signoria Square
   Visit the Commonwealth Cemetery at Cassino
   Demonstration of traditional Florentine leather-work,
   Demonstration of ‘Intarsio’ marquetry inlay woodworking in Sorrento
   Demonstration of traditional glass-blowing in Venice
   Scenic Apennine Mountains drive
   Cliff-top drive from Sorrento to Naples overlooking the Bay of Naples
Included First Class Services
   Escorted by a professional Tour Director
   Headsets for all guided visits and walking tours
  Luxury air-conditioned 40 seat coach with extended leg room and on-board restroom
   Insight Hotels include all service charges, taxes and porterage
   Insight Traveller document wallet, Welcome on Tour book and information pack
   Airport arrival and departure transfers at scheduled times on Day 1 and Day 10

(Should your flights not coincide with these arrival and departure transfers, please make your own way  
to/from the airport or see page 58 to purchase a transfer)

 Included Quality Dining
f  Dine-Around evening at your own choice of restaurant from our selection in Sorrento (DA)
f   Highlight Dinner of local cuisine with entertainment in Rome (HD)
   9 Buffet Breakfasts (BB), 3 three-course table d’hôte Dinners, or Buffets, plus tea or coffee (D)
  Departure on tour for Christmas, enjoys a festive celebration dinner


